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Monthly Message From Our
Executive Director, Michelle

Tuengel

. Autumn has
arrived. The leaves
on the trees are
getting a bit more
yellow and red, and
the mornings and
evenings are just a
bit cooler. Before
you know it
snowflakes will be
falling. We are so lucky to witness all
four seasons of living in Colorado.

Our Back-to-School Night was held on
Wednesday, September 13th. It was
great to have everyone back in the
school to connect and let parents see
what their student's day is like. If you
were not able to make it and have any
questions please give me a call. We
also had school photos taken on
September 21st. Downloads will be
available for families and a waiver will
be given so you can print what you like.

| would like to welcome Taleya Zinnea,
who is our new math teacher for middle
and high school.

On Wednesday, October 25, all of the
high school will take the PSAT. For any
students not taking the PSAT, it will be
a regular day of classes.

Thursday, October 12, 2023, is the last
day of this quarter. There will be no
school for students on Friday, October
13th so teachers can do report cards
and start planning for the next

quarter. Parent-teacher conferences
will be scheduled starting at the end of
the month and will go into
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November. Conferences can be done in
person or via Zoom.

b = = Our school spirit week celebrating Red
L A Ribbon Week of making healthy
choicesf %nd No Bullying will be the
. . week of October 23 - 27. Each day will
Birthdays this month be a fun dress-up day culminating in
some Halloween fun and lunch
Lars provided by the school on Friday,
Luke October 27th. Families are welcome to
- join us for lunch. Details will be sent
Q‘}ln.n home when we get closer to the
Christian date.

| hope you are able to take some time
this month to enjoy the beautiful

change of the seasons.
Donor Spotlight Best

October 2023 Michelle

We would like to thank the following
individuals and companies for their

generous donations and pledges of
support during the month of September: )( Q\[Q
e Madonna Nuce ' :

For information on becoming a donor,

please visit acceleratedschools.org
or contact us viaemail here.

Stick Figure Chronicles

Over the last couple of months, the students in Liam's comic class have been creating amazing stick
figure comic strips, for the next few months, we will be spotlighting one comic our amazing students

have made.

For the month of October: we are spotlighting a comic strip created by Katherine.
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Among our offerings of electives this quarter is Liam Murphy’s Graphic Novel and Comics
Design course.

This comic strip, created by senior Katherine S., who often goes by “Kactus”, illustrates her
friendship with fellow student Skyler S., who would say to her “Upies?” Katherine, who is,
ahem, small in stature, would say “YAY!” and hold up her arms like a child. Skyler would
throw her up into the air (also like a child) and a couple times, she said, her head hit the
ceiling. The final two frames are of Skyler asking if she’s all good, to which her response
was a thumbs up.

**Disclaimer: No students were actually thrown in the making of this comic strip**

Jessica Machetta, ELA, Civics and American Literature Instructo

In Civics class, we have delved deep into the first amendment rights of freedom of speech
and freedom of the press. We kicked off this learning adventure by watching “The Post”, a
movie starring Tom Hanks and Meryl Streep, who earned an Academy Award for her
performance as Katherine Graham, the first female publisher of a major American
newspaper — The Washington Post. The film brings to life the Pentagon’s massive cover-up
spanning three decades and four U.S. presidents about their knowledge of a war that could
not be won: Vietham.

| was both surprised and thrilled that my students were completely engrossed in this part of
our American history. This interest hurled us headlong into another topic that the kids
absolutely were obsessed with: Watergate.

Side projects included learning how to discern fake news from real news, which news
sources are objective rather than spin, and how local news and current events affect us in
our daily lives: “news you can use”.




As a fun capstone project, we are currently creating our own little school newspaper. Among
news stories about our graduating seniors’ search for the right college and our school’s
culture of acceptance, we will have a feature story about our new math teacher, and, of
course, a food section highlighting Kate’s cooking class, and a comic strip from Liam’s
graphic novel and comics class. If Lars S. had things his way, I'm sure we would also have a
business and economy section!

And if you’re looking for a great movie to cozy up and watch during the quickly approaching
winter months, add “The Post” to your list. It's a feel-good movie about the power of the
press and empowering women that nearly brings this former boots-on-the-ground reporter to
tears every time | watch.

Raechel Kimsey, Fine Arts Instructor

When asked what things students would like to learn
to draw, students of all ages are likely to show
interest in rendering the human form. However, the
human form (especially the face) are very challenging
to draw for the specific reason that humans are
instinctively very sensitive to the exact proportions of
the human body. Sensitivity to even the slightest
contraction of the facial muscles gives us the ability to
speculate what the emotions of another person may
be, and having a sense of how the human body is
typically proportioned and shaped gives us the ability
to sense if another person may be injured or sick. Put together, these traits gave our
ancestors advantages that aided group survival before advanced medical technology
was available to affirm our suspicions.
Research shows that the ability to understand these things occurs in the right
hemisphere of the brain, which is also the non-verbal, creative center of the brain.
While the left brain is responsible for logic and reasoning, the right brain functions
intuitively, fueling decisions and ideas before we are able to articulate them. It is also
the right brain that is active when we evaluate human faces and the human form. So
while drawing people is a challenge, it is also a very effective tool for switching
cognitive gears into creative mode.
For these reasons, and because | have dedicated a lot of energy to the artistic study of
the human form, | have offered several lessons in art class that help students
understand basic human proportions.

Adrienne Chainey, Science and Creative Writing Instructor
PDF Version HERE
Answer Key HERE
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Created using the Crossword Maker on TheTeachersCorner.net

Across

3. windows

5. Started in the basement and caused
considerable damage

6. Exterior Material

9. The lliff Mansion, The Little House, The

10. Richardsonian Style (exterior)
12. 18th century mansion, The

13. Double-leafed entryway doors (material)
14. Honesty, Integrity, TEamwork,
Individualized Success Plans, Cathing Kids
Doing the Right Things, etc.

15. info@acceleratedschools.

17. D.R.C.

18. Last member of the family IIiff who
resded in the main building

Taleya Zinnea, Mathematics Instructor

Down

1. City in ltaly where replacement 2nd Floor
Chandeliere pieces are sourced

2. Formerly known as Randell-Moore
Schools

4, 2160 S Cook St, CO, 80210
7. Female haunting (name)

8. Original resident of 2nd Floor North
classroom (occupation)

11. 71

16. Smooth & Dressed stones make this
shape at the building entryway
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In August of 2023 | had the pleasure of interviewing Quinn, a ninth grader at
Accelerated Schools. Quinn joined our school body in the fall of 2022. Quinn is a big
fan of Franz Liszt's music, especially what was written for the piano. The music of
Niccold Paganini and Sergei Rachmaninoff are also big favorites. Quinn is also very
interested in the music of Ludwig van Beethoven.

Quinn’s earliest memory of music making comes from an afterschool program at the
preschool level, where he was introduced to various musical instruments and rhythm.
Then, when he started to learn the piano, he made instant connections to these early
musical experiences. Quinn also started acting in theater in first grade, had vocal
lessons in third grade from a private teacher and performed in recitals, and later
played violin in his former school orchestra. Quinn especially enjoys the complexity of
playing musical instruments. He is currently going three times a week for piano
lessons before classes start in the morning. He feels fortunate to have the flexibility to
do this because of our school’s late-start schedule. He likes to make new
arrangements of pieces, taking beginner pieces and making them more complicated,
interesting, and spicing them up by adding arpeggios, octaves in the bass line, and
changing tempos, while also preserving the same chords and the way that the melody
moves. We're delighted to have Quinn with us at Accelerated Schools.

Kate Oh, Cooking Instructor

We're delighted to share some exciting news from our recent
Cooking Class. Craig Havel, our dedicated maintenance
manager, brought a taste of the Gulf of Alaska to our school
with a generous donation of freshly caught fish. Craig's S | BRRETS
thoughtful packaging made it a breeze for our students to dive
into the world of seafood cuisine.

]

A Seafood Adventure: Halibut, Cod, and Salmon _
[\ —

Our students were truly thrilled at the prospect of cooking

these ocean treasures. Under the guidance of our talented saucier, Skyler, a

delectable sauce was whipped up to complement the flavors of the fish. The stars of

the show included Halibut, Cod, and Salmon, each prepared in distinct culinary styles,

such as pan-frying and baking.

Exploring Different Cooking Techniques

While most students opted for the pan-frying method, we decided to reserve Halibut
and Cod for future culinary experiments. A friendly debate arose over the best way to
prepare Salmon — pan-frying versus baking. In the spirit of culinary exploration, we
decided to try both methods.

| personally preferred the oven-baking, and I'm thrilled to report that | persuaded Quinn
and Christian to join me in this delicious endeavor. It was a fantastic opportunity for all

of us to experience the unique flavors and textures that each cooking method brought

out in these incredible Alaskan catches.

A Taste of Alaska, A World of Learning

Craig Havel's generous donation brought a slice of the Alaskan wilderness to our
Cooking Class, allowing our students to not only enjoy gourmet seafood but also
explore different cooking techniques. We're grateful for Craig's contribution, which
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For more than 40 years, concerned parents have turned to
Accelerated Schools for individualized learning programs
helping students overcome challenges, and excel
academically. The fact is, a traditional school system is not
designed to meet the needs of every child. When a student is
not being successful, or is not thriving in a traditional
environment, parents must often look elsewhere for a
solution. This is were Accelerated Schools comes in.

Accelerated Schools begins by creating a learning program
designed specifically for a student. Our work points are
toward changing the ratio of failure to success and by
cultivating an environment of accountability. Our students
are given attainable goals and are rewarded by celebrating
their accomplishments. Once a student starts experiencing
success, their attitude, motivation and effort improve
dramatically. This ends the negative cycle and leads to
positive academic progress and positive self-esteem.

If you have comments and/or suggestions about our newsletter, email Kayla Presnal

Accelerated Schools

www.acceleratedschools.org
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